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The Operational Program "Eastern Macedonia and Thrace" 2021-2027  

is a key instrument for implementing the development strategy of the Region of 

Eastern Macedonia and Thrace within the framework of the NSRF 2021–2027. It 

draws funding from: the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), the European 

Social Fund Plus (ESF+). It operates in complementarity and synergy with sectoral 

programs and other financial instruments.    
 

The Program was designed gradually, in accordance with the circulars of the Ministry 

of Development and Investments regarding the planning of the 2021–2027 Programs 

and the submission of draft plans to the European Commission.  

In the preparation of the Program, the following were taken into account:  

 The guidelines and documents of the EU Cohesion Policy 

 The principles of the European Pillar of Social Rights     

 The Recommendations of the Council of the European Union  

 The country-specific Recommendations of the European Semester 

 All complementary policies 

 National and regional development tools 

 The results of the consultation process  
 

The total budget of the Program amounts to €639,098,846 in public expenditure, of 

which €473,526,740 comes from the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) 

and €165,572,106 from the European Social Fund Plus (ESF+). The national 

contribution amounts to 15%, corresponding to €95,864,829, while the remaining 

85% concerns EU contribution, amounting to €543,234,017. 

The Operational Program “Eastern Macedonia and Thrace  

2021–2027” and its Development Strategy  
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The objective of the Program is to effectively address the problems created by the 

2009 economic crisis, which were further intensified by the COVID-19 health crisis, 

causing multiple and significant impacts on the economy, employment, social 

cohesion, and health. 

 

The strategic objectives of the Program are:  

• supporting and restarting the economy;  

• protecting and utilizing the rich natural environment and cultural resources; 

• upgrading human capital and strengthening social cohesion.  

 

Through these objectives, the Program seeks to improve the Region’s economic, 

social, and environmental indicators, reducing the gap between its performance and 

that of other Greek Regions, as well as the EU average. 
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The Development Vision  

 

 

 

 

A Gateway to Development  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Value Hub  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The development vision of 

the Region of Eastern 

Macedonia and Thrace is to 

become: 
 

A Gateway to Development 

A Value Hub 

A Model of Social 

Intervention 

Through leveraging its 

geographical location and 

comparative advantages in 

natural and cultural 

resources. 
 

Priorities: The completion of critical infrastructure that connects the 

Region of Eastern Macedonia and Thrace with national and international 

transport, energy, and telecommunications networks, strengthening its 

geostrategic position while creating a favorable and competitive 

environment capable of attracting human capital, investments, and 

visitors, thereby contributing to the region’s development.  

 

Through the strengthening and 

expansion of the productive 

base by investing in R&I, 

primarily in sectors identified 

by the Smart Specialisation 

Strategy.  

Priorities: 1) Shaping a sustainable production model based on: tourism, 

culture, the environment, and agri-food. 2) Investing in clean forms of 

energy, transitioning to the circular economy, and promoting green and 

blue entrepreneurship. 
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A Model of Social  

Intervention 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Program Architecture 

 

Through initiatives that strengthen 

employment in sectors, areas, and 

population groups facing particular 

disadvantages or specific challenges. 

Priorities: 

 Upgrading human resources in research, innovation, and digital 

skills. 

 Expanding existing social structures and services. 

 Creating innovative solutions for areas and populations facing 

disadvantages and inequalities. 

 Combating discrimination, promoting equal opportunities, 

strengthening social cohesion, and empowering the education 

and healthcare systems. 
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Program Priorities  

The Program consists of ten (10) Priorities, plus ERDF and ESF+ 

Technical Assistance. 
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Program Structure by Policy Objective (PO) and Priority 

PO1: A more competitive and smarter Europe  

  

Strategic Directions of the Program under PO1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         POLICY 

OBJECTIVE 1 

A more   

competitive and  

smarter Europe 

• Redefining the production model, with emphasis on innovative 

products and services in RIS3 priority sectors. 

• Improving the business environment by supporting and empowering 

SMEs. 

• Supporting and strengthening research infrastructure. 

• Strengthening research and linking it with production, especially in 

sectors where Eastern Macedonia and Thrace has advantages, and 

promoting partnerships between research institutions and businesses. 

• Developing 5G network infrastructure, primarily in areas of business 

activity, and expanding broadband coverage in mountainous and rural 

areas to reduce intra-regional inequalities and end the isolation of 

remote areas. 

• Expanding and strengthening public digital services for residents, 

businesses, and visitors. 

• Supporting SMEs as well as large enterprises in implementing 

investments that contribute to the development or production of 

critical technologies in the EU, or to securing and strengthening the 

corresponding value chains in STEP sectors. 
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PO1: A more competitive and smarter Europe  

Priority 1  

Promotion of Entrepreneurship & Innovation 
Budget: €48,875,893 

 
 

 

Specific objective                Indicative Actions 
 

1i Development and strengthening of 
research and innovation capacities and 
use of advanced technologies.  

Budget:  €8,000,000 

 

 Support for businesses to improve 
their performance in research, 
development, and innovation, as well 
as their cooperation with research and 
academic institutions. 

1ii Strengthening the sustainable 
growth and competitiveness of SMEs 
and creating jobs in SMEs, including 
through productive investments. 

Budget: €40,875,893 

 

       
 Support for existing businesses and the 

establishment of new businesses, 
primarily in RIS3 strategy sectors. 

 Development and upgrading of business 
support mechanisms and structures. 

 Support for existing manufacturing 
enterprises in the Region of Eastern 
Macedonia and Thrace to improve their 
energy efficiency. 
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PO1: A more competitive and smarter Europe  

Priority 1A  

Promotion of Strategic Technologies (STEP) in the Region 

of Eastern Macedonia and Thrace  
Budget: €8,000,000 

 
 

 

Specific objective                Indicative Actions 
 

1Αi Support for investments 
contributing to the objectives of the 
Strategic Technologies for Europe 
Platform (STEP), as referred to in Article 
2 of Regulation (EU) 2024/795 of the 
European Parliament and of the 
Council. 

Budget: €8,000,000 

 

 Digital technologies: Support for 
businesses to develop cutting-edge 
technologies such as: advanced 
semiconductor technologies, artificial 
intelligence technologies, advanced 
connectivity, navigation, and digital 
technologies. 

 Clean and resource-efficient 
technologies:  Support for businesses 
to develop clean and resource-
efficient technologies focused on 
resource optimization, sustainability, 
recycling, reuse, and the promotion of 
net-zero emissions, such as: onshore 
wind energy technologies and 
offshore renewable energy 
technologies.  

 Biotechnologies: Support for 
businesses to develop 
biotechnologies, for example in agri-
food, sustainable agriculture, circular 
bioeconomy, green chemistry, and 
biomanufacturing. 

 Related services that are specifically 
and critically important for the 
development and production of final 
products under the main STEP pillars. 
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PO2: A greener and more creative Europe  

  

Strategic Program Directions under PO2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Utilizing existing renewable energy potential, especially 

geothermal energy, and reducing dependence on conventional 

energy sources. 

• Saving energy in buildings and public spaces. 

• Promoting rational and sustainable management and resilience 

of water resources, while ensuring sufficient quantity and 

quality of drinking water. 

• Improving resource efficiency and promoting integrated solid 

and liquid waste management. 

• Preserving, protecting, and promoting the natural and man-

made environment. 

• Preventing risks, strengthening infrastructure resilience, and 

protecting residents and ecosystems from climate change. 

• Access to affordable and sustainable housing. 
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Priority 2 

Sustainable Management of Resources and Infrastructure 
Budget: €137,018,926  
 

 

Specific objective         Indicative Actions 
2i Promoting energy efficiency 
measures and reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. 
Budget: €35,000,000 
 

• Energy-saving actions in public and 
municipal buildings under regional and local 
responsibility, in sectors such as health, 
education, sports, culture, public 
administration, and local government. 

2ii Development of smart energy 
systems, networks, and storage 
equipment outside the TEN-E network. 
Budget: €14,000,000 
 

• Expansion of natural gas use in households 
and businesses / construction of natural gas 
distribution networks. 

 
 

2iii Promoting climate change 
adaptation, disaster risk prevention, 
and resilience, taking into account 
ecosystem-based approaches. 
Budget: €29,000,000 
 

• Construction of flood protection works, 
including green infrastructure. 

• Strengthening civil protection infrastructure 
for the prevention and management of 
climate-related risks. 

• Interventions to protect coasts and soils 
from erosion. 

 
 
2iv. Promoting safe access to water, 
sustainable water management, 
including integrated water 
management, and water resilience. 
Budget: €54,018,926 

• Construction and/or upgrading of water 

infrastructure. 

• Upgrading water supply networks and reducing 

leakages through remote monitoring and 

remote-control systems. 

• River Basin Management Plans, Marine 

Strategy actions, and completion of Maritime 

Spatial Planning Frameworks. Plans and 

interventions to ensure access to quality 

drinking water resources, including Master 

Plans, Water Safety Plans, and bathing coasts. 

• Development of a monitoring network for 

surface and groundwater. 
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2v. Promoting the transition to a 
circular and resource-efficient 
economy. 
Budget: €5,000,000 

• Actions in solid waste management, such 

as: 

- Green points and recycling corners 

- Equipment for source separation, 

collection and transport of bio-waste, and 

small-scale composting units.  

-Equipment for collection and transport of 

green waste and standardization of pre-

treatment material, including shredding 

and baling. 
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Priority 2A 

Sustainable Water Management and Resilience                          
Budget – €23.000.000  
 

 

Specific objective         Indicative Actions 
2Ai Promoting safe access to water, 
sustainable water management, 
including integrated water 
management, and water resilience. 
Budget: €23,000,000 
 

• Expansion and upgrading of water supply 
network infrastructure. 

• Modernization of water supply networks 
using new technologies. 

• Implementation of systems to protect 
aquatic ecosystems and restore areas of 
high environmental value, such as Natura 
2000 areas. 

• Sustainable water desalination 

 

  



 14 
 

Priority 2B 

Support for Affordable Housing in Eastern Macedonia and 

Thrace  
Budget - €10.000.000  

 
Specific objective                Indicative Actions 
2Bi Promoting access to affordable and 
sustainable housing. 
Budget: €10,000,000 
 

 Renovation of old housing through 
mild energy interventions. 

 Renovation of municipal and regional 
buildings. 
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PO3: A more interconnected Europe 

  
Strategic Program Directions under PO3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Integration into wider international transport networks 

through the continuation of the construction of the Trans-

European road network. 

• Improvement of the intra-regional road network and 

strengthening accessibility in remote areas. 

• Strengthening safe and fast movement of residents, visitors, 

and goods. 

• Strengthening coastal shipping and improving port 

infrastructure. 

• Improving security and protection of Eastern Macedonia and 

Thrace through the development of resilient defence 

infrastructure, with priority given to dual-use infrastructure, 

including for strengthening military mobility in the EU and civil 

preparedness. 



 16 
 

Priority 3: 

Improving Connectivity in Eastern Macedonia and Thrace  
Budget - €65,545,512 
 

Specific objective                Indicative Actions 
 

3i Developing a climate-resilient, smart, safe, 
sustainable, and intermodal TEN-T. 
Budget:  €31,194,034 

• Construction / upgrading of the 
comprehensive TEN-T road 
network. 
 
 
 

3ii Developing and strengthening sustainable, 
climate-resilient, smart, and intermodal 
national, regional, and local mobility, with 
better access to the TEN-T and cross-border 
mobility.  
Budget: €34,351,478 

• Interventions to improve road 
safety and citizen accessibility. 
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Priority 3A: 

Improving Security and Protection in Eastern Macedonia 

and Thrace  
Budget - €23,000,000 
 

Specific objective                Indicative Actions 
 

3Ai Development of resilient defence 
infrastructure, with priority given to dual-use 
infrastructure, including for strengthening 
military mobility within the Union, as well as 
civil preparedness. 
Budget:  €23,000,000 
 

• Development / upgrading of 
border stations. 

• Improvement of road network 
resilience to enhance mobility for 
military, civil, and security 
purposes. 

• Procurement of equipment for 
emergency response. 
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PO4: A more social and inclusive Europe 

          

Strategic Program directions under PO4  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Ensuring quality facilities for all levels of education. 

• Strengthening social welfare infrastructure and support 

structures for disadvantaged and vulnerable social groups. 

• Strengthening the public health system through modern 

infrastructure for all. 

• Supporting tourism, creating a new tourism identity, adopting 

the DMO process/mechanism, and strengthening the region’s 

position on the international tourism map. 

• Promoting cultural wealth and modern forms of culture, linked 

with local production, to enrich and upgrade the tourism 

product. 

 

 ERDF 
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Priority 4A: 

Strengthening Social Cohesion  
Budget: €64,702,958 
 

Specific objective          Indicative Actions 
 

4Ai. Improving equal access to quality and 
inclusive education, training, and lifelong 
learning services through the development 
of accessible infrastructure, including 
strengthening the resilience of distance and 
online education and training. 
Budget: €35,000,000 
 

• Creation, expansion, and modernization 
of primary or secondary education 
facilities. 

• Creation, expansion, and modernization 
of higher education institutions. 
 

4Aii. Ensuring equal access to healthcare 
and strengthening the resilience of health 
systems, including primary healthcare, and 
promoting the transition from institutional 
care to family- and community-based care. 
Budget: €23,702,958 
 

• Infrastructure and equipment in the 
health sector. 
 

4Aiii. Strengthening the role of culture and 
sustainable tourism in economic 
development, social inclusion, and social 
innovation. 
Budget: €6,000,000 

• Protection, promotion, and utilization of 
cultural infrastructure. 

• Development of integrated accessible 
tourist destinations. 

• Protection, promotion, and utilization of 
significant natural heritage sites and 
strengthening accessibility infrastructure 
for them. 

• Protection and development of 
alternative tourism infrastructure and 
services. 

• Actions to promote and highlight cultural 
heritage. 

• Actions to promote tourism resources 
and thematic forms of tourism. 
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PO4: A more social and inclusive Europe 
 

Strategic Program directions under PO4  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ESF+ 

• Improving access to employment and promoting lifelong learning, upskilling, 

and specialization of human resources, primarily in entrepreneurial and 

digital skills and RIS3 sectors, especially for the long-term unemployed, 

young people, women, and other disadvantaged population groups, 

including Roma, migrants, people with disabilities, and people with low 

socioeconomic and educational status.  

• Promoting equal access to education and training, especially for 

disadvantaged groups at all levels, and preventing early school leaving, with 

emphasis on childcare. 

• Strengthening public health structures and services, including primary care, 

mental health, and addiction treatment, with emphasis on 

deinstitutionalization and long-term care. 

• Supporting disadvantaged population groups through a complex network of 

structures and services to combat poverty, discrimination, and social 

exclusion and strengthen social cohesion. 

• Addressing shortages of highly skilled labor in critical technologies in STEP 

sectors and aligning investments with new EU strategic priorities, 

particularly by adapting workers, businesses, and entrepreneurs to change, 

contributing to decarbonization, resilience of productive capacity, defence, 

and security. 
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Priority 4B: 

Social Inclusion and Combating Poverty   

Budget: €163,328,870 
 
Specific objective                Indicative Actions 
4Bi. Improving access to employment and 
activation measures for all jobseekers, 
especially young people through the Youth 
Guarantee, the long-term unemployed, 
disadvantaged groups in the labor market, 
and economically inactive people, as well as 
promoting self-employment and the social 
economy. 
 
Budget: €16,750,000 

• Creation of new jobs for unemployed 
people in businesses, primarily in RIS3 
strategy sectors. 

• Creation of new jobs for unemployed 
people in businesses in areas where 
integrated territorial strategies are 
applied. 

• Creation of new jobs for unemployed 
people in businesses in STEP critical 
technologies and new EU strategic 
priorities, such as the defence industry 
and decarbonization. 

• Counseling, training, certification, 
internships, and mentoring for 
unemployed people. Also included are 
relevant skills development actions for 
unemployed people, related to the 
development and production of critical 
technologies under the STEP initiative, as 
well as to the Union’s new strategic 
priorities, including the defence industry 
and decarbonization. 

• Strengthening self-employment through 
the establishment of businesses by 
unemployed people — New Self-
Employed Professionals — primarily in 
sectors of the RIS3 strategy. 

• Strengthening self-employment through 
the establishment of businesses by 
unemployed people — New Self-
Employed Professionals — in areas where 
integrated territorial strategies are 
implemented, including SUD and ITI. 

• Strengthening self-employment through 
the establishment of businesses by 
unemployed individuals — New Self-
Employed Professionals — in critical 
technologies and sectors of strategic 
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importance to the Union, including the 
STEP initiative, the defence industry, and 
decarbonization. 

• Support actions for existing or new social 
enterprises (Social and Solidarity Economy 
enterprises), including support services, 
consulting, and mentoring for new 
businesses to ensure their sustainability. 
 

4Bii. Promoting the adaptation of workers, 
businesses, and entrepreneurs to change, 
active and healthy ageing, and a healthy and 
well-adapted working environment that 
addresses health risks. 
Budget: €4,000,000 
 

• Adaptation of workers, businesses, and 
entrepreneurs to change, including 
training, primarily in areas where 
integrated territorial strategies are 
implemented (SUD and ITI).  

• Adaptation of workers, businesses, and 
entrepreneurs to change, including 
training, in critical technologies and 
sectors of strategic importance to the 
Union, including the STEP initiative, the 
defence industry, and decarbonization. 

 
4Biii. Promoting equal access to quality and 
inclusive education and training, and their 
completion, especially for disadvantaged 
groups, from early childhood education and 
care through general and vocational 
education and training, and further on to 
higher education and adult education and 
training, including the facilitation of 
learning mobility for all and accessibility for 
people with disabilities. 
Budget: €28,600,000 

 
• Specialized educational support for the 

inclusion of students with disabilities 
and/or special educational needs. 

• Strengthening Educational and 
Counseling Support Centers (KESY). 
 

 
4Biv. Promoting the socio-economic 
integration of third-country nationals, 
including migrants  
Budget: €4,200,000 

 
• Integrated actions to support the 

integration of third-country nationals 
into the labor market (e.g. programs for 
strengthening and developing digital and 
social skills, social inclusion initiatives, 
rent subsidies, and awareness-raising 
activities for local communities, including 
public authorities and organizations) 
(New Helios Program). 

• Greek language courses for third-country 
nationals. 
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• Awareness-raising actions and 
intercultural interaction initiatives. 

 
4Bv. Promoting the socio-economic 
integration of marginalized communities, 
such as the Roma people 
Budget: €4,000,000 

• Integrated interventions to support the 
integration of Roma people into the labor 
market (e.g. counseling interventions, 
training programs, rent subsidies, 
including actions to combat digital 
exclusion). 

• Support for Roma people to improve 
living conditions (through Relocation Site 
Management Teams and initiatives 
aimed at improving living conditions). 

• Development of support interventions 
for Roma infants (ages 2–4), children 
(ages 4–12), and parents through 
experiential workshops and children’s 
camps. 

 
4Bvi. Strengthening equal and timely access 
to quality, sustainable, and affordable 
services, including services that promote 
access to housing and person-centered care 
services, including healthcare; modernizing 
social protection systems, including access 
to social protection, with particular 
emphasis on children and disadvantaged 
groups; and improving accessibility — 
including for persons with disabilities — as 
well as the effectiveness and resilience of 
healthcare systems and long-term care 
services.
Budget: €100,286,318 

• Support for interventions that ensure 
equal access to higher education for 
persons with disabilities and individuals 
with other special educational needs. 

• Promotion and support of children’s 
integration into preschool education, as 
well as access for school-age children, 
adolescents, and persons with disabilities 
to creative activity services. 

• Community Centers 
• Goods Provision Structures, including 

food assistance facilities. 
• Structures aimed at combating violence 

against women. 
• Provision of care services at the family 

and local community level (such as Day 
Care Center for Older Adults, Day Care 
Center for People with Disabilities, 
Supported Living Facilities for persons 
with disabilities, etc.). 

• Actions promoting the participation of 
disadvantaged groups in sports, culture, 
and active social life without exclusion. 

• Actions to combat digital exclusion 
among older adults.  
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• Strengthening primary healthcare 
services. 

• Strengthening mental health services.  
• Development of services for addressing 

addiction (alcohol, narcotic substances, 
new addictive behaviors, etc.), including 
prevention programs. 

• New Long-Term Care (LTC) services. 
• Personal assistant / social caregiver 

services. 
• Actions supporting integrated territorial 

development through Integrated Spatial 
Investment and Integrated Spatial 
Investment for Sustainable Urban 
Development. 

4Bvii. Promoting the social inclusion of 
people at risk of poverty or social exclusion, 
including the most deprived and children. 
Budget: €5,492,552 

• Integrated local action plans to address 
child poverty, aiming at personalized 
interventions across all policy areas 
(health, education, early childhood 
education and care, housing, and 
nutrition). 

• Support for adolescents in deprived 
areas. 

• Actions to enable children from 
disadvantaged groups to participate in 
sports, culture, and active social life 
without exclusion. 

• Homeless shelters and housing 
assistance actions, (including access to 
affordable housing), for individuals and 
families who are homeless or at risk of 
homelessness or social exclusion. 
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PO5: A Europe Closer to Its Citizens 
 

Strategic Program directions under the PO5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Promoting local identity as a key component of the regional 

strategy for fostering integrated development and reducing 

inequalities. 

• Continuing and expanding the implementation of Sustainable 

Urban Development (SUD) policies in the Region’s five urban 

centers.  

• Completing the multi-level intervention related to the 

Integrated Territorial Investment (ITI) of the Egnatia Route. 

• Addressing the challenges of remote and disadvantaged areas 

through the use of the ITI mechanism. 
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Priority 5: 

Integrated Territorial Development in Eastern 

Macedonia and Thrace 
Budget: €86,394,058 
 

Specific objective Indicative Actions 
5i. Strengthening integrated and 
inclusive social, economic, and 
environmental development, 
culture, natural heritage, 
sustainable tourism, and security 
in urban areas. 
Budget: €48,000,000 

5 Sustainable Urban Development (SUD) initiatives: 
Kavala, Drama, Komotini, Xanthi, Alexandroupoli & 
Drama 

 Promotion of areas of historical, commercial, 
cultural, and tourism interest. 

 Upgrading and modernizing landmark buildings 
(historic, listed, or non-listed) and making them 
available for public use.  

 Reuse of abandoned or degraded municipal 
buildings.  Examples include: Cultural centers, 
Covered arcades, Warehouses, Municipal baths, 
Swimming pools, Buildings of particular architectural 
significance such as military barracks and historic 
residences owned by municipalities. 

 Creation, upgrading, modernization of municipal 
markets. 

 Creation, upgrading, modernization of municipal 
sports & recreation areas, including specialized 
sports and "playgrounds". 

 Development of visitor routes to tourism 
destinations. 

 Protection, development, and promotion of natural 
heritage and eco-tourism. 

 Urban regeneration and enhancement of public 
safety through: 

 Creation/upgrading of open recreational spaces, 
Green spaces, Parking areas, Redevelopment of 
undeveloped, abandoned, or degraded municipal 
spaces 

 Construction and upgrading of pedestrian safety 
infrastructure, including pedestrian zones and 
pedestrian bridges. 

 Construction and upgrading of accessibility, safety, 
and service infrastructure for people with disabilities. 

 Construction, expansion, and upgrading of cycling 
infrastructure. 
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 Construction, expansion, and upgrading of urban 
road networks to improve traffic conditions and 
public safety. 

 Promotion of clean urban transport. 

 Traffic management interventions (equipment and 
works). 

 Environmental quality monitoring systems, including 
action plans addressing air pollution and noise. 

 Natural risk prevention systems, including flood 
protection and stream management. 

 Improving the energy efficiency of public buildings 
and shared public spaces. 

 Introducing and expanding the use of 
mild/alternative energy sources in public buildings 
and communal spaces. 

 Applying new technologies to improve public 
services and simplify communication between 
municipalities and citizens, including digital 
applications in tourism and culture. 

 Support structures for entrepreneurs, professionals, 
and young people. 

 Primary and secondary education infrastructure. 

 Social infrastructure that contributes to community-
based social inclusion. 
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Specific objective      Indicative Actions 
5ii. Strengthening integrated and 
inclusive social, economic, and 
environmental local 
development, culture, natural 
heritage, sustainable tourism, 
and security in non-urban areas. 
 
Budget: €38,394,058 

1. ISI of the Egnatia Cultural Route  
2. ISI of the Rhodope Mountain Range – Nestos River 

area    
 
• Protection, development, and promotion of public 

tourism assets, tourism services, cultural heritage, 
natural heritage, and eco-tourism, including in Natura 
2000 areas. 

• Reuse of abandoned and degraded municipal 
buildings, such as: E.g. Cultural centers, Covered 
arcades, Warehouses, Municipal baths, Swimming 
pools, Other buildings of significant architectural 
value, such as military barracks and historic residences 
owned by municipalities etc. 

• Creation, upgrading, and modernization of municipal 
sports and recreational spaces, including specialized 
sports facilities and “playgrounds”. 

• Physical regeneration and enhancement of public 
safety in public spaces.  This includes open municipal 
recreational areas, green spaces, parking areas, and 
the utilization of undeveloped and/or abandoned 
municipal spaces. 

• Application of new technologies in the delivery of 
services to citizens and simplification of 
communication between municipalities and citizens, 
as well as electronic services and applications in 
sectors such as tourism and culture. 

• Improving the energy efficiency of public buildings and 
shared public spaces. 

• Systems for the prevention of natural hazards, 
including flood protection and stream management. 

• Improving water quality and quantity. 
• Road reconstruction and modernization projects. 
• Social infrastructure that promotes community 

inclusion. 
• Mobile healthcare units. 
• Construction and upgrading of infrastructure for  

pedestrian safety, pedestrian zones, pedestrian 
bridges, and accessibility, safety, and service 
infrastructure for persons with disabilities. 

• Construction, expansion, and upgrading of cycling 
infrastructure. 
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• Environmental quality monitoring systems and action 
plans to address air pollution and noise. 

• Waste sorting and recycling facilities and systems. 
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Priority 6: 

ERDF Technical Assistance 
Budget: €6,989,393 
 

Indicative Actions  

 Program information and communication 

 Preparation, implementation, monitoring, and control of the Program 

 Evaluation, studies, and data collection  

 Support for the Managing Authority 

 Strengthening the capacity of Program bodies and beneficiaries 

 Support for social partners and civil society 

 Operation of the Regional Structure supporting the RIS3 strategy 

 

Priority 7: 

ESF+ Technical Assistance 
Budget: €2,243,236   
 

Indicative Actions  

 Program information and communication 

 Preparation, implementation, monitoring, and control of the Program 

 Evaluation, studies, and data collection  

 Support for the Managing Authority 

 Strengthening the capacity of Program bodies and beneficiaries  

This also includes capacity-building actions for organizations related to social 

inclusion. 

 Support for social partners and civil society 

 Regional mechanism for diagnosing labor market needs  

 Regional Social Inclusion Observatory 
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